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Saturday 7pm Private Intention 

      Sunday 11.30am M/M Jim Lynch Dungimmon, Anniv Mary Smith Stonefield,  

90
th
 Birth rem John Fitzsimons - Snow also rem his wife Margaret 

Monday  No Mass 

Tuesday 10am Birthday rem Paddy Callan 

Wednesday 7pm  

      Thursday 10am  

 Friday 7pm  

 Saturday 7pm Paddy & Nora Craughan Mellows Park 

 Sunday 11.30am Mary Hughes Millbrook Rd, Jack & Brigid Caffrey & decd family St Brigid’s Tce, Thomas 

& Ita Lynch & decd family Ardfrail  

Saturday 5.45pm Fergus Hand Bellaney, Mary Snow Newtown, George Hughes, Thomas Grey & decd family 

Ballinlough & Dromone 

Sunday 10am Rose Snow 

      Saturday 5.45pm 1
st
 Anniv Barney Grall also rem his wife Christina, Anniv Olivia Dolan, Brigid & Peter 

Dolan, John & Peggy Dolan 

Sunday  10am Rose & Barney Dolan Ballyfore, Peter & Elizabeth Gibney & decd sons & daughters, 

Michael Hetherton & Billy Snow 

  

Alter Servers for Oldcastle – May 
W/End 5

th
 / 6

th
 May        Groups 2 & 3 

W/End 12
th
 /13

th
             Groups 4 & 5 

W/End 19
th
 /20

th
             Groups 1 & 2 

W/End 26
th
 /27

th
             Groups 3 & 4 

 

 

           Eucharistic Adoration 
Mon & Thurs 9.20am – 9pm  Oldcastle  

 

Tuesdays            1pm - 2pm  Moylagh 

        Parish of 
Oldcastle/Moylagh 

 

6th Sunday of Easter 6th May 2018 

 

Fr Ray Kelly P.P  049 8541142  Email: oldcastleparish@gmail.com    Website: Oldcastleandmoylaghparish 
 

4
th

 Sunday fo Lent – 11
th

 March 2018 

St Vincent de Paul Confidential Helpline Phone  087 4191457  

  (St. Vincent de Paul) Shop – Opening Hours     11am to 1pm Thurs, Friday and Sat and 2.00 pm to 4.30 pm on Thurs & Friday. 

 

 

 

 

 

             Readers for May (Oldcastle) 

7pm Vigil 
  
   Peter Clinton                        5

th
, 19

th
 May 

   Bernie Smith                       12
th

, 26
th

 May 

        11.30am 
  Cora Finnegan                     6

th
, 20

th
 May  

  Brenda Wilson                     13
th

,  27
th

 May   

 

Linda Farrelly 
will speak at all 
masses 12th/13th 
May on behalf of 
the group ‘Every 
Life Counts’ 
which is a 
support group for 
parents who have 
lost a baby or 
who have been 
given a 
devastating 

diagnosis. 

Moylagh Lourdes Committee Annual Fundraiser in 
Teddy’s Pub Moylagh on Sat 19

th
 May.  Music by Noel 

Briody.  All support very welcome.  

 
Mount Saint Joseph Abbey Roscrea, Co Tipperary Monastic 

Experience Weekend Friday 1st June – Sunday 3rd June. For men aged 

20 to 40 who may be discerning a monastic vocation.  For further 

information contact by email vocations@msjroscrea.ie or text 085 

8338503. 

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje- 17th October 2018 for 
7 nights accompanied by Fr. Ray Kelly.   
Contact Ann Buchanan on 085 8021382.   
 AGM of the St. Oliver First Responders' Group will be 
on Wednesday 9th May at 8pm in the Boardroom of 

Oldcastle Credit Union. All are welcome!  

 

mailto:oldcastleparish@gmail.com
mailto:vocations@msjroscrea.ie
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Family Prayer for World Meeting of Families 2018 
God, our Father, we are brothers and sisters in 
Jesus your Son, One family, in the Spirit of your 
love. Bless us with the joy of love. Make us patient 
and kind, gentle and generous, welcoming to those 
in need. Help us to live your forgiveness and peace. 
Protect all families with your loving care, especially 
those for whom we now pray 
               [We pause and remember family members 
and others by name]. 
Increase our faith, strengthen our hope, and Keep 
us safe in your love.  Make us always grateful for 
the gift of life that we share.    This we ask, through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen 
Mary, mother and guide, pray for us. Saint Joseph, 
father and protector, pray for us. Saints Joachim 
and Anne, pray for us. Saints Louis and Zélie 
Martin, pray for us. Amen. 
 

Moylagh Community Centre & GAA Blotto No Jackpot winner. 
Numbers drawn were 2,14,17,25. Jackpot €6,600.00. Next draw 

in Teddies 30
th

 April.  

 
Oldcastle GFC and Oldcastle Ladies GFC Strictly Come 
Dancing and Lip Sync main event takes place in Headfort Arms 
Hotel Kells on Sunday 6

th
 May.  Doors open at 6pm Show 

commences at 7pm sharp.  Tickets €25 are available from any 
committee member.   

 

 

Stand Up For Life final Rally before the Vote:  2pm Saturday 

12
th

 May - Merrion Sq Dublin.  FREE bus  Pick up Castlepollard 

Sq 11.15am, Mullingar Park Hotel 12noon...Please TEXT 

booking to 087 1831572 

 

First Holy Communion. Congratulations to the boys and 

girls from 2
nd

 class in Gilson NS Oldcastle who received their 
First Holy Communion on Saturday. We thank God for them and 
wish them well and hope they had a wonderful day. We thank 
their teachers and parents for making the day so special for 
them. 

 

 

Up-keep of Parish Garden. In order to keep our parish 
garden in good shape over the Summer months it will be 
necessary to have 2 annual collections in our Church. 
This money will go towards grass cutting, weeding, 
painting of posts, notices etc. It will also help to add more 
trees and flowers around the garden. The first of these 
collections will take place as a second collection next 
weekend 12

th
/ 13

th
 May at all Masses. Thank you for 

your support and generosity in this matter 
 

Oldcastle Library presents an evening with Author John 
Connell on his first publication ‘The Cow Book’, which is an 

account of a year on his family farm in Ballinalee, Co. 
Longford, Thursday May 10

th
 at 7pm – Refreshments Served – All 

Very Welcome 
 

 

“A Truly Compassionate SocietyValues All Life” Statement 

from Bishop Michael Smith on the forthcoming referendum 

In a few weeks time, the people of Ireland must make a 
decision that will have a profound impact on the kind of 
society we will be in the future. We will be asked to decide 
on whether to retain the 8th amendment in our Constitution 
by voting ‘No’ or to remove it by voting ‘Yes’. I wish to 
share with you my conviction about why it is essential to 
vote “No” if we are to build a truly compassionate society 
that values all life.The choice before us has become even 
starker in the light of the recentjudgment of the Supreme 
Court which stated that the only legal protection the unborn 
child has at present is the 8th amendment. If this is 
removed the unborn child up to birth becomes a non-
person in Irish law. Do we want to say that the child in the 
womb has no rights whatsoever in our Constitution? This, I 
am sure, every mother would find impossible to believe 
from her experience of her child moving in the womb as he 
or she grows and develops. The Supreme Court judgment 
means that the child in the womb would have no 
constitutional right to treatment or support. Despite 
suggestions to the contrary, the Church asks that all 
necessary medical treatment be given to a mother in 
pregnancy even if this were to result in the unintended 
death of the child. Highly respected medical and legal 
experts have made it clear that under the present law the 
best standards of care are available to mothers in a crisis 
pregnancy. All involved in caring for the pregnant mother in 
Ireland have to take pride in the fact that Ireland is one of 
the safest countries in which to be pregnant. A 
compassionate society will do all in its power to support 
and love the mother and baby. The 8th amendment is a 
declaration of equality and respect for human life. It 
represents, at the very foundation and substructure of our 
laws, a conviction that all human life has to be cherished. 
Are we as a society to say to women experiencing a crisis 
in their pregnancy that the solution to their concern is to be 
found in abortion? Does this show compassion and care 
for women? The solution to a crisis pregnancy should be 
found in addressing the crisis, not in terminating the life of 
an innocent child. Abortion is a brutal act. There is no 
semblance of compassion involved in ending the life of the 
child in the womb. It is difficult to imagine how such an 
action could be compatible with the Catholic faith in any 
way. The recent Supreme Court judgment means that, 
were the 8th amendment to be removed from the 
Constitution, the current government will legislate 
for unlimited abortion on demand up to 12 weeks, for 
unlimited abortion up to 24 weeks on the grounds of 
mental health, and for unlimited abortion up to birth in 
cases of life-limiting conditions. This prospect can only be 
described as horrifying. The appalling statistics of abortion 
rates in other countries should fill us with the dread of 
similar rates becoming normalised here. Are we to ignore 
the images, which technology makes available to us, 
of a child at 12 weeks who has a beating heart, a brain, 
eyes and ears, limbs, who is yawning, sucking the thumb, 
and who is clearly saying to us, “I want to live!”? To 
deprive the child of the right to life would be the gravest of 
injustices and by removing the 8th amendment we are 
doing just that. It remains my hope that we can hand on to 
future generations a vision for society that is truly inclusive, 
which enshrines in its laws the equal right of every person 
to life, and which is capable of offering compassion and 
care to those in crisis. Our Constitution acknowledges that 
the right to life precedes all our laws, and our common 
humanity tells us that this is how it should be. The power to 
decide who lives and who dies should not belong to the 

individual. This can never be the foundation for a society 
that seeks to put compassion and care at its heart. Saving 
the 8th means that we do not have to choose between two 

competing rights. To choose life is to choose both. 

 

"Un-decided voters Fr. Bill Dailey, Catholic Priest and 
Notre Dame law professor is coming to Emmanuel House, 
Clonfert on the Thursday the 10

th
 May. Some of you will 

recall that Fr. Bill was the Keynote speaker at the Raising 
Hearts and Giving Hope conference, at the Ardilaun Hotel, 
Galway, last February. Fr. Bill will celebrate the 8 pm Mass 
in Clonfert and re-deliver his insightful and important 
message about the need for a NO VOTE, to save the 
8

th 
Amendment, which protects the lives of the unborn 

children of Ireland.   
 


